Administration of William J. Clinton, 1997 / Mar. 4

Memorandum on the Prohibition on Federal Funding for Cloning of

Human Beings
March 4, 1997

Memorandum for the Heads of Executive
Departments and Agencies

Subject: Prohibition on Federal Funding for
Cloning of Human Beings

Recent accounts of advances in cloning tech-
nology, including the first successful cloning of
an adult sheep, raise important questions. They
potentially represent enormous scientific break-
throughs that could offer benefits in such areas
as medicine and agriculture. But the new tech-
nology also raises profound ethical issues, par-
ticularly with respect to its possible use to clone
humans. That is why last week | asked our Na-
tional Bioethics Advisory Commission to thor-
oughly review the legal and ethical issues associ-
ated with the use of this technology and report
back to me in 90 days.

Federal funds should not be used for cloning
of human beings. The current restrictions on
the use of Federal funds for research involving
human embryos do not fully assure this result.
In December 1994, | directed the National In-
stitutes of Health not to fund the creation of
human embryos for research purposes. The
Congress extended this prohibition in FY 1996
and FY 1997 appropriations bills, barring the
Department of Health and Human Services
from supporting certain human embryo re-
search. However, these restrictions do not ex-
plicitly cover human embryos created for im-
plantation and do not cover all Federal agencies.
I want to make it absolutely clear that no Fed-
eral funds will be used for human cloning.
Therefore, | hereby direct that no Federal funds
shall be allocated for cloning of human beings.

WiLLiAam J. CLINTON

Remarks on Surveying Tornado Damage and an Exchange With Reporters

in Arkadelphia, Arkansas
March 4, 1997

The President. Ladies and gentlemen, first let
me say that | very much appreciate the work
that has been done here. | know this has been
a very difficult thing, but | have been so im-
pressed by the local officials, the volunteers, the
police and fire personnel, the Army Reserve,
the other military people. You've got a lot to
be proud of.

I want to thank Governor Huckabee—and I
see Mrs. Huckabee over there in a Red Cross
jacket—for what they have done, and Congress-
man Jay Dickey, who came down with me today.
I want to thank all the Arkansans who are part
of our operation. In addition to James Lee Witt,
I know that Mack McLarty and Bruce Lindsey
and Craig Smith came down with me today.
And we have a lot of people here representing
our various agencies. Rodney Slater has been
here since Sunday, and as | was walking up
and down the streets, | heard several people

say, “Well, I don’t want you to fix my building,
but I would like a new road in some place
or another in Clark County.” [Laughter] So we'll
do our best to behave on that.

| also have the new director of the Small
Business Administration here, Aida Alvarez, who
served in the Housing and Urban Development
Department with me. And we’re going to be
working with Judge Runyan and Mayor Kolb
and Senator Ross and Representative Malone
and all the other local leaders here to try to
help you get back on track.

You know, James Lee said this, but when
| became President, one of the things that I
wanted to do—and I never thought my native
State would need it, but I wanted to make sure
that when disaster strikes anywhere in America,
the United States Government would do its part
and would be there promptly and would stay
for the long haul and would be concerned and
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